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MANCHESTER ACADEMY. 


CENTLEMEN, 


T is not eaſy to imagine a higher object, than 
that which has given occaſion to your preſent 
meeting. You have eftabliſhed a sEMINX ARI 

of LIBERAL EDUCATION :” and you wiſh to celebrate 
its Commencement with a public ner of 


honour and affection. 


From an intimate knowledge of the motives 
which have given birth to this Inſtitution, I will 
venture with full confidence to aſſert, that it is 
not merely the ardour often felt, in ſanguine ſpi- 
rits, upon the opening of a new ſcheme, which has 
inſpired your zeal, and drawn together an aſſem- 
bly ſo numerous and reſpectable. You have thus 
far ated, and you will continue to act, in this 
important buſineſs, under a ſtrong conviction of 
the greatneſs of the end you have in view, and 
under the impulſe of warm and generous feelings 


for the beſt intereſts of mankind, 
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Theſe intereſts, in their higheſt and moſt ex- 
tenſive ſenſe, you conſider, as in no ſmall degree 
concerned in the proſperity of a ſcheme, the avow- 
ed aim of which is, to hold out the advantages 
of Liberal Education to the ſeveral orders of civil 
ſociety. Every motive which can conne& you 
with the riſing generation, will here come into vi- 


gorous action. Are you members of the Great 


Community of mankind? Are you, as Britons, 
anxious for the preſervation of your liberties and 
laws? Are you, as Parents, ſtill more tenderly 
united to thoſe, whoſe happineſs is dearer to you 
than your life? Are you, in a ſtill higher charac- 
ter, as Chriſtians, affected for the honour of Reli- 
gion, and the good of immortal ſouls? What 
object can appear to you ſo great, ſo momentous, 
as EDUCATION ? Upon what occaſion will you feel 
an intereſt ſo ſtrong, as when you are thus called 
to ſanction by your preſence, and to ſupport by 
your exertions, an Inſtitution, which you have 
eſtabliſhed, with the hope, that 1t will contribute 
to convey the bleſſings of knowledge, of liberty, 
and of religion, to your fellow- men, to your fellow- 
citizens, to your families, to generations yet 
unborn? ; 

Reſpecting the influence of aon in form- 
ing the minds and manners of men, there can be, 
among men of reaſon, but one ſentiment. He 
who ſhall affect to conſider it as having little 
power, muſt be among the weakeſt; and he who 
is indifferent to the application of that power, 
muſt be among the worſt of men. We deny not 
the original differences of minds, as they come 

from 
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from the hand of the Creator : "bus we contend, 
that the far deeper and bolder lines of diſtinction 
are drawn by early culture. 5 

This poſition it will not be neceſſary to prove 
by ſerious argument. You acknowledge, you feel 
its truth. A few ſplendid inſtances may perhaps 
be found, of thoſe who, in ſpite of every ſeeming 
diſadvantage, have rifen to eminence 1n wiſdom 
and goodneſs. And, alas! too many ſad exam- 
ples evince, that thoſe who have apparently been 
ſurrounded with every means of mental cultiva- 
tion, may be ignorant and abandoned. But per- 
haps even theſe inſtances, if fairly examined, 
would not be found to contradict, fo ſtrongly as 
may at firſt appear, our general principle. Or, if 
they be without examination admitted, as glaring 
exceptions, how few are they, in compariſon with 
thoſe which eſtabliſh, with evidence which no- 
thing can oppoſe, the plaſtic nature of education, 
and its influence in ſtamping upon the mind its 
preſent, its everlaſting character ? 

But if it be unneceſſary to prove this ſentiment, 
it may not be an uſeleſs entertainment, to turn 


our eyes for a few moments to ſome ſtriking in- 


ſtances, by which it is illaſtrated. 

To what cauſe, but Education, ſhall we aſcribe 
that peculiar caſt and air, by which the ſeveral 
orders of ſociety are ſo ftrongly marked, 
and which, by combining with the uniformity of 
common nature and national refemblance, the va- 
rieties of peculiar and profeſſional character, agree- 
ably diverſify the ſcenes of cultivated life, and 
conſtitute at once its beauty, and its enjoyment ? 
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1 
— But perhaps the illuſtration may appear to 
greater advantage, in ſtill larger bodies of men, 
To what other influence ſhall we aſcribe that na- 
tional character, which is more or leſs viſibly 
impreſſed upon every country ; but moſt ſtrongly 
upon thoſe, which, having leſs intercourſe with 
other nations, are left open to the uninterrupted 
operation of thoſe cauſes, by which human nature 
1s affected ? 

Obſerve the abje& ſervility of men educated 
under the debaſements of deſpotiſm, or ſuperſti- 
tion! Contraſt with this the manly ſpirit of thoſe, 
who have been born under the auſpices of free- 
dom, and of reaſon. Survey the ſame country, in 
different periods of its hiſtory, Turn your eye to 
ancient Greece, the ſeat of liberty, the nurſe of 
arts, the theatre of glory. Compare theſe cha- 
racers, with thoſe by which it is now degraded. 

To what cauſe do you, my Countrymen, owe 
that high-born ſpirit, that generous ſcorn of ſer- 
vitude, which animate your boſoms, by which 
your ifle has been ſo long diſtinguiſhed, and by 
which it has been rendered the abode of arts, of 
commerce, of {cience, and of happineſs? Is it 
to your ſoil, to your climate, or to any ſkyey in- 
' fluence, that you owe this ſpirit? But other 
countries, under the ſame ſky, and with external 
circumſtances nearly ſimilar to your own, are 
marked with a far different character. 

No, you have been educated in Britain : and 
you have from your earlieſt infancy imbibed that 
noble invigorating ſpirit. It has been infuſed 
and cheriſhed by the converſation, the writings, 


the 


1 ' 

the manners, of thoſe around you; by the monu- 
ments of your anceſtors, by their hiſtory, by their 
anniverſaries ; till at length the ſacred principle 
has pervaded all your foul, and has ſtamped upon 
you a diſtinguiſhing, an indelible impreffion— an 
impreffion, which you are ſolicitous to convey to 
your poſterity; and which they, under the fame 
influence, will hand down, as a * entail, 
to future generations. 

] have been led to this illuſtration, by the na- 


ture of the plan, which you are now eſtabliſhing. - 


Educated in the principles of liberty, civil and 
religious, and deeming thoſe principles eſſential 
to every higher intereſt of man, you have wiſhed 
to form a Seminary of Education, which ſhall 
breathe the ſame ſpirit, and which fhall thus 
ſerve, in the moſt effectual manner, the cauſe of 
truth and goodneſs. Hence, you have formed 
your inſtitution upon the moſt liberal and gene- 
rous baſis, guarded by no jealous ſubſcriptians, 


and open without ſuſpicion or fear to all, who 


wiſh to enjoy the advantages of ſcience, unfeurceed 
and free. 

You regard it as your duty, you demand it as 
your birth-right, you glory in it as your privilege, 
to judge for yourſelves on every ſubject of Sci- 
ence, and above all of Religion, and to act ac- 


cording to your. own convictions : you conſider 


the Great Head of the Chriſtian church as the 
ſole law-giver and judge of men: you appeal 


to his word, as the only infallible ſtandard of 


divine truth : and you worſhip the Father of ſpi- 
rits according to the dictates of your on conſci- 
A4: ence. 
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ence. Upon theſe broad and noble principles, 
you maintain the cauſe of religious freedom. 
With the calmneſs and temper, but at the ſame 
time with the firmneſs and conſtancy becoming 
ſuch principles, you ſtand faſt in this honourable 
cauſe: a cauſe, for which the beſt blood of your 
countrymen has been ſhed : a cauſe, which it is 
real glory to defend; and from which none can 
ſhrink, without cowardice and infamy. Yours 
is not the cauſe of any party. You rank your- 
ſelves under no diſtinguiſhing name. The liberty 
which you claim for yourſelves, you extend with 
equal latitude to others. The burden to which 


you will not ſubmit, you will never impoſe. You 


plead for the equal, univerſal dominion of reaſon, 
of conſcience, and of truth. To theſe great in- 
tereſts alone you conſecrate this Seminary. If theſe 
be promoted, your firſt, your higheſt hope will 
be accompliſhed. 

Education, at large, conſidered with reſpect to 
its general objects, plan, and influence, opens 
tap wide a field for our preſent inveſtigation.“ The 


advantages of LIBERAL EDUCATION, upon the prin- 


ciples already mentioned, to young men deſtined 
for the ſeveral departments of SUPERIOR LIFE—T 


mean, for thoſe departments, which are raiſed above 


the drudgery of ſervile labour — will afford ample 
ſcope for our preſent conſideration, and will, I 
aſſure myſelf engage, becauſe it will ſo well de- 
ſerve, your ſerious attention. 


For a judicious diſcũſſion of many of theſe points, ſee 
Dr. Kippis's excellent ſermon in favour of the New Acade- 
mical Iaſtitution at London. | 

X I ſhall 
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1 ſhall not be miſtaken in the object I have 


here propoſed. I ſhall not be underſtood by any 


perſon, as wiſhing to exclude the pooreſt and 
loweſt of mankind from the bleſſings of know- 
ledge. The principles before aſſerted, reſpecting 


the native privileges and equal liberty of all men,. 


will prevent any ſuch interpretation. Away for 
ever with the ungenerous thought, of dooming ſo 
large a portion of the human race to darkneſs ! 
It can be the wiſh of none, but of the abje& 


friends of deſpotiſm and ſuperſtition. And in them 


it is conſiſtent May ſucceſs attend every well- 
meaning endeavour, to diffuſe important wiſdom 
through every order of the community, and to 
bleſs the cottages of the poor with thoſe illumi- 
nations of truth and righteouſneſs, by which 
poverty may be cheered, and labour ſweetened ; 
'by which human nature may be ennobled, and 
immortal happineſs extended! | 

But Liberal Education, upon the ſcale we have 
before us, cannot poſſibly be enjoyed by all. It 
can only reach to thoſe, whoſe time and fortune, 
and future proſpects, give them leiſure, ability, 
and incitement to the eee 


In your PRINTED RE FORT,“ you have profeſſed! {| 
your intention to be, ©** To eftabliſh a plan affording ' 


aa FULL AND SYSTEMATIC COURSE OF EDUCATION 


FOR DIVINES —and preparatory inſtructions for tbe 


OTHER LEARNED PROFESSIONS—4as well as for CIVIL 
AND COMMERCIAL LIFE,” Let us purſue this 


diviſion, And let us conſider attentively the 
importance of ſuch proviſion as you are now. 


* See the Appendix, No. I. containing the Report of the 


TRUSTEES, | 
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intended for the PROrESsT1oNS of MEDICINE and 
Law—and for thoſe, who are to fill up the offices 
of civiL and COMMERCIAL LIFE. 

I. For the education of DbivIN Es. 

The uſefulneſs of an order of men devoted to 
the intereſts of religion, no rational friend of 
thoſe intereſts will call in queſtion. By the Chriſ- 
tian, who derives his faith from the New Teſta- 
ment, it will in general be immediately acknow- 
ledged ; for this order of men is there appointed. 
But, upon the principles we have already main- 


tained, it is of unſpeakable importance to the 


intereſts of religion, that thoſe who are to be 
the aſſertors of its truth, the guardians of its 
purity, -and, under God, the inſtruments of its 
power, ſhall feel its nobleſt influence upon them- 
ſelves, that they ſhall ſtudy its doctrines free from 
the controul of human deciſion and authority, 
and that they ſhall with alt ſimplicity follow, 
wherever truth and reaſon point the way. If the 
cauſe of Chriſtian liberty be dear and valuable in 
your eſteem, you muſt regard the education of 
your miniſters in the principles of liberty, as 
proportionably important; for upon them will 
the ſupport of that cauſe, I had almoſt ſaid, 
principally depend. Nor will I retract the word, 
For -where have we known that cauſe to flouriſh, 
in any reſpectable degree, where it has not en- 
joyed the patronage of wiſe and able advocates in 
the ſacred profeſſion ? What character in life is 
more truly venerable, in every church, and among 
every denomination, than that of a ſerious, active, 


conſiſtent Clergyman? Where have we known 
| any 
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any of this deſcription, who has not enjoyed 
general reſpe& and honour; who has not been 


numbered among the trueſt friends of all that 


ſhould be dear to man ? 

You will bear with my honeſt triumph upon 
this ſubject. With pride and pleaſure I magnify 
my office, If it has not, among us, what to many 
would appear to be the higheſt recommendations 
of a profeſſion, the rich emoluments, the ſplendid 
titles, the ſacerdotal dignities, which are elſewhere 
to be found ; it has all that Chriſtianity beſtowed 
in its firſt and pureſt age; it has all that can 
endear and ennoble it to a well-diſpoſed mind; 
it has the opportunity of diſpenſing ineſtimable 
bleſſings to mankind ; and it has in general 
annexed to it, the frugal competence, and: the 
unbought honour, which to a good mind are 
ſweet and ſufficient, | 

In every ſituation of life, the firſt, and greateſt 
object of education is, the diſcipline and for- 
mation of the heart. The nobleſt character we 
can ſuſtain 1s, that of the offspring of God. To 
pleaſe him, 1s our higheſt duty, To be approved 
by him, 1s our only happineſs. To this grand 
point, then, ſhould the education of every per- 
{on, whatever be his rank or deſtination in future 
life, be primarily, and in all its ſtages continually, 
directed. Without Piety, all the accompliſh- 
ments of manners, all the attainments of ſcience; 


and, if we may be allowed that expreſſion, all 
the recommendations of lower excellences, and. 


even of ſecondary virtues, would be of little avail. 


The firmeſt guard of good principles, the richeſt 
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ſource of true happineſs, the faireſt ornament of 
elevated character, and, I will add, the n 
meetneſs for future felicity, would be wanting. 

If this be true of all perſons, of every wah 
and office, it is' ſtill more true of thoſe, who are 
deſtined for the ſacred function. To them, the 
ſpirit of religion is neceſſary to every end of their 
. profeſſion; to reſpect, to enjoyment, to uſe- 


fulneſs. Deſtitute of this divine principle, where 
ſhall they find motives ſufficient. to animate, or to 


ſweeten their labours? Duty will be a toil, and 
devotion a drudgery. Their converſation will 
want the ſeaſonings of goodneſs. And the cold- 
neſs of every ſervice they perform, will chill thoſe 
better affections, which it was their part to have 
kindled and kept alive in the boſoms of their 
audience. 

But piety alone, however ſincere, however 
fervent, will not inſure to a Miniſter of Religion, 
reſpectability or ſucceſs. It muſt be regulated 
and aſſiſted by knowledge: and it will be 
faſhioned, as to its complexion and form, in no 
ſmall degree, by the kind and extent of that 
knowledge, with which it is attended. Let us 
not deſpiſe well- meaning ignorance. Let us 
do honour to the rude but honeſt effuſions of a ſin- 
cere heart. But in the Public Teacher of Religion 
you juſtly expect a furniture, a cultivation of 
mind, ſufficient to add luſtre to his other treaſures, 
and to qualify him to be, not only a burning but a 
ſhining light, in the ſanctuary of God. 

Upon this ſubject there will be, among us, 
no difference of opinion. That a Chriſtian 
miniſter 
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Miniſter ſnould be poſſeſſed of wiſdom, as well 
as of worth, none here will call in queſtion. With 
thoſe who decry human learning, we decline 
all controverſy. Their reaſon is obvious. IIIite- 
rate themſelves, why ſhould we wonder if, like 
the Vandals of old, they endeavour to deſtroy 
all the monuments and honours of literature in 
others? Nor will we ſeriouſly attempt to combat 
thoſe wretched ſophiſtries of ſuperſtition, or thoſe 
miſerable abuſes of ſcripture, by which they at- 
tempt to defend a ſentiment, ſo degrading to 
human nature, to its great Author, and to Him, 
who came into the world, that he might enlighten 
and bleſs the nations. ; 
It is, then, a point of great importance, to pro- 
vide for ſtudents in Divinity among us, the means 
of various knowledge, and to open to them the 
{tores of ancient and modern literature. Of theſe, I 
none will be without its uſe: and they will all B 
unite their influence in enlarging, poliſhing, : 
3 and ſtrengthening the mind, and in qualifying : 
| it for a better acquaintance with its peculiar : 
1 and profeſſional ſtudies. For it is with me a 
= point of unqueſtionable truth, that a good acquaint- = 
ance with general ſcience is uſeful, not only in 2 
giving vigour by the variety, pleaſure by the ; 
reſemblance, and advantage by the contraſt, of 
different ſubjects; but even in illuſtrating, 
explaining, and applying thoſe ſubjects, which 
by our profeſſion we are called upon peculiarly 1 
to cultivate. 4 
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Of all ſubjects, prvixiTy ſeems moſt to demand 
the aid of kindred, and even of apparently 
remoter ſciences. Its objects are, op and MAN: 
and nothing, which can either illuſtrate the per- 
fections of the one, or the nature, capacities, and 
hiſtory of the other, can be entirely unim- 
portant. 

But how extenſive a field do theſe ſubjects 
open? Natural Philoſophy, in its wideſt ſenſe, 
comprehending whatever relates to the hiſtory 
or properties of the works of Nature, in the Earth, 


the Air, the Ocean, and including Natural Hiſtory, 


Chemiſtry, &c. has an immediate reference to the 
one — and to the other belong, all that Anatomy 


and Phyſiology can diſcover relating to the body; 


and All that Metaphyſics, Moral Philoſophy, 
Hiſtory, or Revelation declare concerning the 
mind. But here again the field ſtill opens upon 
us. For Hiſtory, as well as Revelation, demands 
the knowledge of Languages; and theſe again, 


of Cuſtoms and of Arts, of Chronology and 


Manners - the ſtream of ſcience ſtill branching 
out into more and wider channels. And to 


the higheſt finiſhing of the mind are neceſſary, 


thoſe ſubjects which belong to cultivated Taſte, 
which regulate the Imagination and refine the 
Feelings, and which give correctneſs to vigour, 


and elegance to ſtrength. 


Of all this various range of ſcience, let us not 


imagine that any part is improper, or without its 


uſe. Every part may, with great advantage, 
Join its influence, in forming the accompliſhed and 


uſeful Miniſter of Religion. 
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It is indeed not only a truth, but a truth of 
unſpeakable importance, that the peculiar. and 


favourite ſtudies of a Clergyman ſhould be thoſe 
which more immediately belong to his profeſſion, 


To theſe, all other ſtudies ſhould ever be 


ſubordinate. The central point, to which all 
other purſuits ſhould verge, and by which they 
ſhould be continually directed, ought undoubt- 
edly to be, the knowledge of the New Teſtament. 
This is to be, what Medicine 1s to the Phyſician, 
or Navigation to the Sailor; his firſt and greateſt 
object. Other ſtudies may be of advantage to 
embelliſh the column, to compoſe its foliage, or 
to adorn its capital: but this muſt conſtitute its 
ſtrength. In a finiſhed edifice, it 1s to be wiſhed, 
that the ſhaft of the column may be ſtrong, and that 
its ornaments may be beautiful. 

Education, upon ſuch a ſcale as we have now 


imagined, demands the aid of numerous and diſ- 
tant ſciences; none of which can be omitted 


without narrowing, in ſome degree, a ſyſtem which, 
to be perfect, ought to be as various, as exten- 
ſive, and as full as poſſible. 

To this plan of education for Divines, differ- 
ent objections will probably be made, Some 


will mention the time, and the expence, neceſſary 


in paſſing round ſo large a circle. - And if the 
object were, to make our ſtudent an adept in 
various ſciences, at once a profound Mathe- 
matician, a deep Civilian, and an able Chemiſt, 
the objection would be ſtrong: for any one of 


theſe would ſingly require more time and atten- 


tion, than a Clerical Student can ſpare from more 
neceſlary 
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neceſſary ſtudies. But that more general ac- 
quaintance, for which alone we plead, and which 
is ſufficient for all the purpoſes above-mentioned, 
will be attained with comparative eaſe by a 
young man, fuch as alone we wiſh to find in- 
tended for the facred function, regular, diligent, 
ſerious, and frugal of his time. To render the ex- 
pences of ſuch an education eaſy to young men of 
narrow fortunes, but of promiſing genius and diſ- 
poſitions, is one great object of your Seminary — 
an object, which, by the generous exertions of 
the friends of religion and good learning, you 
will, I doubt not, be able in a good degree to 
accompliſh. | 
But there is another, and in the opinion of 
ſome, a much ſtronger objection againſt the plan 
we have chalked out. A taſte for knowledge 
thus diverſified and improved, will, they appre- 
hend, induce a turn and habit of mind little 
accommodated to thoſe ſituations, into which 
ſo many Miniſters among us muſt neceſſarily be 
caſt, in future life. I feel the force of this 
difficulty: and if this effect did neceſſarily follow 
from this cauſe, the objection would be inſur- 
mountable. For whatever tends to unfit the 
Miniſters of Religion for the moſt obſcure and 
unlettered congregation, or even for a com- 
paratively limited and ſcanty emolument, fo far 
defeats the great purpoſe of their office, and 
renders them, at once, uſeleſs and unhappy. 

But I am not ſtaggered by this objection. 
For if the ſpirit of Religion, the humble, ſelf- 

denying, active ſpirit of Chriſtianity, be but 
7 | ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly felt, this effe& will not follow. Whete 
the refinements of taſte have been kept in due 
ſubordination to the piety of the heart, where 
the ſenſe of duty, the love of God, and its amiable 
offspring, the warm defire of doing good to men, 
have been kept alive, as the firſt and ſtrongeſt 
paſſions of the ſoul, this inconvenience cannot 
exiſt, In the moſt private ſituation, ſuch a mind 
would find opportunities both for mental culti- 
vation, and for active exertion, and from both 
theſe, for exalted ſelf-enjoyment. Let him but 
once conſider it as his higheſt honour to ſerve 
God and his generation faithfully, in whatever 


| fituation Providence may have placed him let 


him but be perſuaded, that the minds even of 
the plaineſt people are ſuſceptible of the nobleſt 


culture and improvement - let him, under this. 


impreſſion, ſo far overlook the coarſeneſs of un- 
poliſhed manners, as to receive, with pleaſure, 
the ſterling ſentiments of honeſt nature, in their 


rudeſt dreſs —in one word, let him but enter 


upon his office with this principle, if called into a 
deſert, to cultivate and adorn it as much as poſſi- 
ble, to ſtep beyond the common and meagre 
forms of public ſervice, to aſſociate with his 
hearers, by prudent condeſcenſion to inſpire their 
love, tempered with that dignity, which ſhall _ 
command reſpe&—let him but do this, and 1 
will pledge myſelf for the conſequences. He 
will find, in the plaineſt of his people, minds 
poſſeſſed of great and generous ſentiments, and 
capable, like the diamond, of being poliſhed into 
amiable excellence, If many Clergymen in ſuch 
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ſituations are diſguſted and unhappy, if in con- 
ſequence they become indolent and uſeleſs, let 


us not aſcribe their complaints entirely to their 
ſituation, If they are diſſatisfied without the deli- 


cacies and the elegancies of life, if they ſigh | 


for luxurious eaſe and literary refinement, ſurely 


they forget—alas! it is to be feared they have 


never properly felt—the firſt, the higheſt end 
and object of their office. The means of uſeful- 
neſs, and conſequently of enjoyment, lie much 
in our own power. The Miniſter of Religion, 


who endeavours thus to render himſelf active and 


eſtimable in his ſituation, whatever it be, will ſe- 
cure to himſelf the pureſt ſatisfactions, nor will 
he want reſpe& and honour in ſome meaſure pro- 
portioned to his exertions and his merit. If ſilent 


merit ſometimes lie hidden in obſcurity, is it not 


too often, becauſe it remains in obſcurity, and 

does not ſpeak in thoſe uſeful energies, for which 

ſuch a perſon ſeems to be peculiarly qualified, 

for which the circumſtances of the world ſo loudly 
call, for which the Miniſterial office was appointed, 

and from which it is to derive its higheſt character 

and conſolation here, as well as its nobleſt reward 

hereafter ? | 


Permit me here to offer a remark, concerning 


the object and influence of education, with reſpect 


to young men of every claſs, into which I 
have been led by the preceding obſervations. 
One great, perhaps the greateſt, excellence 
of education is, to keep up a conſtant ſpring 
and energy of mind, to maintain that briſk and 
regular movement of its various powers, which 


ſhall preſerve their current vigorous and clear. 
| On 
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On the other hand, perhaps the moſt fatal error 
which can be committed is, to ſuffer the mind 
to become lethargic and languid, to loſe its 


tone and ſpirit, and to ſtagnate in inactivity and 


ſoftneſs. Indolence ruſts the moſt ſplendid talents, 
and blunts the edge of the ſharpeſt powers. How 
little has ever been done for the honour of God, 
and for the good of men, by cloiſtered dullneſs ? 
On the other hand, what has not been atchieved 
by a bold and perſevering induſtry? It has 
ſupplied the place of fortune, of ſtrength, of 
power, and even of genius itſelf: nor is it to 
ſay, to what ſublime attainments of knowledge 
and of uſefulneſs he may riſe, who, actuated by a 
ſpirit of reſolute and patient application in a good 
cauſe, ſuffers nothing to interrupt his progreſs. 
Nothing will, therefore, more deſerve our ſerious 
attention, than to make our Seminary a SCHOOL 
OF DILIGENCE, and to keep alive that fervour 
of the mind, which is neceſſary, as well to preſent 
improvement, as to future eminence, enen 

and uſefulneſs. 

You will excuſe this digreſſion. Let us return 
to our ſubject. A cultivated taſte in the Miniſter 
of Religion will not only render his character 
more reſpectable, and when united, as it ever 
ought to be, with a devout ſpirit, his labours 
more uſeful, in every ſituation in which he may 
be placed; but it will alſo furniſh him with thoſe 
means of ſuperior entertainment; which are, I had 
almoſt ſaid, moſt neceſſary, to himſelf at leaſt, 
in the moſt obſcure retirements. Poſſeſſed of 
theſe, what rich ſources of pleafure of the pureſt 
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kind open to him on every fide? Nature in all its 
ſcenes, and. knowledge in all its branches, are 


ever ready to afford ſolace and gratification, 


Deſtitute of theſe, is there not reaſon to fear, 
and will not experience juſtify the apprehenſion, 
that he will ſink down, either into languid inſi- 
pidity, degrading vulgarity, or even, into fottiſh 
intemperance ? 

And how many places are there among us, 
where, without theſe qualifications, the Chriſtian 
Miniſter could not poſſibly ſupport, in any re- 


ſpectable degree, the decorum and dignity of his 


profeſſion? In all our towns, and in the greater 
part of our country congregations, there are fami- 
lies of opulence and character, among which it has 
long been an honourable and acknowledged diſ- 
tinction, that they are eminently ſenſible of the 
importance. of Liberal Education. In theſe there- 
fore, are to be found—long may they deſerve 
the praiſe !—-perſons conſpicuous for knowledge, 
for elegance, and for manly character. Among 
ſuch perſons how deſirable, how neceſſary is it, 
that the Miniſter of Religion be a man of ſcience, 
and cultivation ! 

But let us now turn to the ſecond great object 
which you have profeſſed to have in view, in the 


eſtabliſhment of your Academical Inſtitution, viz, 


; | 
II. PREPARATORY INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE OTHER 
LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 


A ſcheme of agrecable tranſition, from the 


elementary principles of a Grammar School, to. 


the 
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3 the higher regions of profeſſional ſcience, upon 
5 a foundation generous and large, and affording 
the means of obtaining liberal knowledge of 
various kinds, muſt be of no ſmall. importance 
to thoſe, who wiſh to ſuperadd to the faculties 
either of Medicine or Law, the advantages. of 
1 cultivated underſtanding, and improved taſte. 
If the principles already advanced be true, 
even Profeſſional Studies may be carried on to 
much greater advantage by him, who enjoys 
the previous aid of more general ſcience. His 
mental powers will be enlarged and ſtrengthened; 
he. will be enabled to appreciate the ſeveral parts 
9 of learning, and to aſſign to each their juſt pro- 
1 portion of reſpect and value; he will be furniſned 
1 with agreeable entertainment for thoſe hours 
I of relaxation, which muſt neceſſarily intervene in 
the buſieſt life. Add to this, that general know- 
ledge rubs off the pedantic ruſt which naturally 
adheres to him, who is only a man of one book, 
or of one ſcience; and that it gives eaſe and 
dignity to the manners, elegance to the ſtile, 
liberality to the ſpirit, compaſs to the ſentiments, =. 
and reſpectability to the converſation. How will 
he appear in the mixed commerce of the world, or 
bear an, honourable part among men of various 
characters and ſtudies, who. is only converſant - 
with one of them? From the man who is merely 
the ſtudent of a ſingle art, or who has only paced 
round one circle of thought, you may expect, 
a contemptuous diſdain of others, a narrowneſs 


and coarſeneſs both of ſentiment and manners, : 
diſguſting to men of better judgement, unfriendly ; 
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to real improvement, and hoſtile to that harmony | 
of the Sciences, in which ſo much of their ſtrength 


and ſymmetry conſiſt, 

But I am proving an axiom. To enjoy: theſe 
previous advantages of general knowledge, before 
a young man 1s ſent to the Temple or the Uni- 
verſity, free from thoſe ſhackles, and at a diſ- 
tance from thoſe dangers, with which the acquiſi- 


tion is often attended, muſt appear to every en- 


lightened mind, an object of conſiderable moment. 


Thoſe who are deſtined to theſe learned profeſ- | 


ſions, have generally a few years to ſpend in pre- 
paratory ſtudies, before they are fit to enter upon 
thoſe of their immediate deſignation. And the 
line, in which a generous ambition ſhould prompt 
them to wiſh to move, in future life, demands 


the poliſh and aſſiſtance of diverſified ſtudy. 


If theſe principles are immediately admitted, 


with reſpect to the Learned Profeſſions, it is poſ- 


ſible they may not meet with ſo eaſy or general 
acceptance, with reſpect to the third claſs of young 
men, mentioned 1n your Report, viz. 


ron THOSE WHO ARE DESIGNED FOR CIVIL AND 
COMMERCIAL LIFE, 


By many Gentlemen here preſent, this queſtion 
has been canvaſſed, in the place where we are 
now aſſembled ; “ and, I flatter myſelf, it has been 
clearly determined. Our debates have indeed 
chiefly turned, upon the advantages of ſcience to 


* The place where the Literary and Philoſophical Society 
hold their meetings. | 


thoſe 
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thoſe engaged in Commercial Life. That the higher 


characters of civil ſociety, that the Magiſtrate, 
the Senator, the Stateſman, that the Gentleman 
of independent fortune, that he who aſpires one 
day to fill offices of dignity and truſt—offices, 
perhaps involving the intereſts of our Com- 
merce, of our Conſtitution, of our Religion itſelf 
— that ſuch men ſhall have their minds cultivated 
by Liberal Science, that they ſhall be men of 
enlarged underſtandings, of good acquaintance 
with Languages, with Hiſtory, with Arts; that 
they ſhall be Patrons of Learning; and that, in 
order to this, they ſhall have gone through a 
courſe of regular ſcientific education—who, for 
a ſingle moment, will make the ſubject of a 
queſtion ? 

And the man of trade — why ſhall he be doom- 
ed to ignorance and inſipidity? Why are books to 
be his averſion; and knowledge his poiſon ? Will 
a taſte for letters, beyond what may merely qua- 
lify him for the round of mercantile drudgery, 
diſqualify him for buſineſs, for ſucceſs or plea- 
ſure in it? A ſeverer, a more unjuſt libel upon 
commerce could not poſſibly be uttered. You, 
Gentlemen, know it to be falſe. You, who are 
many of you alone competent to determine this 
queſtion, have declared in favour of mental cul- 
tivation. You know, from your own experience, 
that to a certain point, a point far beyond the com- 
mon ſtandard, this cultivation will not interfere 
with any end or obje& of commercial induſtry; 
that, on the contrary, it will highly improve and 
finiſh the mercantile character. You wiſh this 
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improvement for your children, in full aſſurance, 
that it will aſſiſt their judgment and exalt their 
views ; that it will be a preſervative from the low 
debaſing pleaſures, to which, for want of it, they 
will be expoſed ; that it will add weight and in- 
tereſt to their characters and counſels; that it 
will provide them ſweet entertainment and con- 


ſolation in retirement, and in old age; and that 


it will, in every ſtage and condition of life, render 
them more amiable, more uſeful, more happy. 
For the advantage of this claſs of my fellow- 
citizens, I could form in idea, better than I could 
deſcribe in language, a plan of education, which 
has not perhaps been as yet fully executed; but 


| which, if it could be carried into ſucceſsful execu- 
tion, would be a noble addition to the improvement 


and happineſs of a very numerous and important 
part of the community; and which would confer 
high honour, as well as reward, on him who 
ſhould accompliſh it. 

I imagine to myſelf a ſyſtem of education, for 
a commercial man, which ſhall contain 'all the 
parts of ſcience proper for him to know, as-much 


as poſſible in a practical form; and which, amidſt 
all the other objects of ſtudy, ſhall keep this 


point continually in view. In this ſyſtem, the 


ſeveral noble Arts, on which Commerce depends, 


are illuſtrated by their reſpective Sciences; whilſt 


Science, again, is rendered clear and entertain- 
ing, by its application to the Arts. Shall young 
men of every other claſs have ſtudies and diſci- 
pline peculiar to themſelves; and ſhall the man 
of Buſineſs, the Merchant, who will be called to 

ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain ſo very intereſting and honourable a cha- 
racer among his fellow-citizens, be improved by 
no ſtudies, be formed by no diſcipline, be trained 
by no habits, which more immediately belong 
to his future province ?— The preſent learned and 
worthy Biſhop of Llandaff has lately propoſed, 
to introduce Lectures upon Agriculture and Com- 
merce into the Univerſities. It would be ſome 
advance towards that ideal ſcheme, the faint and 
imperfect outline of which, imagination has 
drawn before me. 

To theſe ſentiments the COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES in Mancheſter owed its origin :* and 
to the conviction of its utility, impreſſed upon 


the minds of ſome liberal men, it has owed its 
ſupport. From ſmall beginnings, it has riſen to 


an eſtabliſhed and reſpectable character. The 
courſes of lectures which are announced for the 
enſuing winter, juſtify our ſanguine hopes of its 
growing proſperity and ſucceſs. F From the im- 
portant nature of the ſubjects, and from the well- 
earned reputation of the Prælectors, I aſſure my- 
ſelf, the high expeCtations of the public will not 
be diſappointed. The friendly correſpondence 
which ſubſiſts between the patrons of that Inſti- 
tution, and the ſupporters of our Academy, is 


For an account of the origin and obje&#s of this Inſtitu- 
tion, ſee, MEMoIRs of the LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHI- 
CAL SOCIETY IN MANCHESTER, vol. II. p. 16. 


+ Upon anaTowr, by Charles White, F. R. S. &c. and 
his ſon Thomas White, M. D. &c, — and upon CHEMISTRY, 


by Thomas Henry, F. R. S. aflifted by his ſon Mr. Thomas 
Henry, junior. 


a circum- 
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a circumſtance mutually favourable to both Eſta- 
bliſhments, and to that Common Cauſe, which 
gave them birth. By this friendly cooperation, 
the circle of ſtudies, which young men may attend 
among us, is agreeably enlarged, and opportu- 
nities afforded, which could not. have been 
equally enjoyed, in a ſingle Inſtitution, or in a 
more confined ſphere. 


Theſe, Gentlemen, are the advantages, which 
you wiſh to ſecure to your children, and to the 
riſing generation around you, by the Seminary 
which you have inſtituted. And theſe advantages 
you wiſh them to enjoy, free from any ſubſcrip- 
tions, teſts, or obligations, inconſiſtent with the 
ſacred rights of truth and conſcience. It is your 
ambition, to keep alive that delicate uncorrupted 
ſenſe of rectitude, that pure and holy love of truth, 
and that ſimple and inflexible integrity of con- 
ſcience, which ſhall be, under God, their firmeſt 
guard againſt whatever is baſe or diſingenuous, 
againſt the authority of power, the allurements of 
intereſt, or the blandiſhments of ſeduction. 
Hence, your plan is, agreeably to your principles 
and your ſpirit, liberal and open. From the 
friends of liberality alone you expect ſupport ; 
and ſuch, you rejoice to hope, are to be found 
among thoſe, whoſe principles ſeem to ſet them 
at the remoteſt diſtance from one another! It is 
pleaſing, to behold this ſpirit diffuſing itſelf 
abroad among the ſeveral denominations of our 
fellow-chriſtians, giving a ſofter aſpect to thoſe 
parties, which uſed to wear only the air of defiance 
and hoſtility, and levelling thoſe mounds, which 
| have 
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have ſo long, like impaſſible ramparts, divided 
fellow-men, fellow-citizens, fellow-chriſtians. To 
unite mankind together, not by the bonds of ig- 
norance or hypocriſy, but by the cement of an 
enlightened and diffuſive love, this is the ſpirit of 
that DIVINE RELIGION, in which we boaſt; this is 

the tendency of thoſe principles, by which we are 
diſtinguiſhed ; for this is the end and honour of 
our cauſe, the cauſe of civil and RELIG10US 
LIBERTY. Among whatever men, and by what- 
ever means, the ſpirit of freedom, of toleration, 
and of candour, and in connection with theſe, the 
ſpirit of virtue and religion, are diffuſed, this we 
conſider, as the triumph of our intereſt. Our inte- 


reſt, did I ſay ? It is the intereſt of truth, of righte- 


ouſneſs, of heaven! An intereſt, which can alone 
render our ſeparation honourable or important ; 


an intereſt, to ſupport which by ſteady character, by 


generous contribution, and, if neceſſary, by patient 
ſuffering, confers on human nature its higheſt glo- 
ry: becauſe it produces to man his nobleſt happineſs. 

To this intereſt, the diffuſion of knowledge 
muſt ever be uſeful. In an age of darkneſs, 
Chriſtianity was adulterated. In an age of re- 
turning light, its honours were reſtored. Let im- 
poſture ſhrink from day. Divine truth ſeeks no 
concealment, It fears no detection. Sound 
knowledge, of every kind, muſt ultimately be- 
friend it. And it ſhall prevail. It is even now 


rapidly prevailing. The day has already dawned. 


The light of heaven is advancing. The human 
faculties are in motion. The Religion of the 
New Teſtament, which, like a mighty mountain, 

has 
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has been long obſcured with exhalations, now el 

lifts its majeſtic head, and under the providence tl 

of its Author, ſhall riſe ſuperior to thoſe clouds, by ir 

which its glory has been darkened. fr 

In every period, from that æra, to which we | | 

look back with pride and triumph, as exhibiting . ar 

the nobleſt ſpectacle of pure and inflexible virtue, 7 to 

when ſo many good men reſigned every earthly * WM 

advantage, rather than make ſhipwreck of faith 4 to 

and conſcience, there have been men among us, = ati 

who have appeared in the foremoſt. ranks of ſci try 

ence, and who have honourably ſupported, by m 

ſplendid abilities, and exalted character, the 7 ou 

cauſe of truth and freedom. Among thoſe good $ to 

men, whom I have juſt mentioned, many were emi- * ma 

nently great, and diſtinguiſhed no leſs by their: exe 

learning, than by their integrity. Their imme- 'Z em 

diate ſucceſſors in the cauſe, not having enjoyed k vol 

the ſame opportunities of education, inherited 4 eur 

their piety, but had not perhaps, in ſo large a 1 nob 

degree, the diſtinctions of ſcience. In a little = lute 

while, however, this diſadvantage was removed, ui 

Academies, under different Tutors, were eſta- A ati 

| bliſhed, of which it is ſufficient praiſe to ſay, that ; mot 

} they have in every period furniſhed men fitted Is It 

h to appear, with credit to themſelves, and to their i in v 

| cauſe, in the defence, not merely of a party-in- i in e 

1 tereſt, but of important truth, and common Chriſ- 4 whe! 

| tianity. In the preſent day, the honour and re- A Edu 

| ſpectability of the character are ſtill maintained, ſuch 

i by many, who have no reaſon to ſtand in awe of enjo 

I the learning or abilities of any of their brethren. they 

18 May the friends of reaſon and liberty ever deſerve emy] 
1 this 


this animating praiſe ! And may this Seminary be 
the means of training up thoſe, who may appear 
in the riſing age, the wiſe, the firm, the upright 
friends, of the deareſt intereſts and hopes of man! 

Our Academies, it muſt be acknowledged, 
are deſtitute of ſome auxiliaries which belong 2 : 
to the more ſplendid national eftabliſhments, | 
We have no titles to confer, no emoluments 
4 to beſtow, nor are we veſted with collegi- | 


ate powers, to enforce obedience. The mo- E 
1 tives, therefore, by which alone we are to ani- 
A mate the exertions, and to ſecure the reſpect, of f f 
1 our pupils, muſt be pure and ingenuous. Unable | 
1 to allure their induſtry by mercenary hopes, it 
4 may perhaps be better for them, only to feel the 
A excitements of diſintereſted praiſe.—That our own 


emoluments depend entirely on our own endea- 
vours and ſucceſs, is likewiſe a favourable cir- 
cumſtance. We are influenced, I truſt, by the 
nobleſt motives : but we pretend not, to be abſo- 
lutely ſuperior and indifferent to other conſider- 
ations. And we ſhall be ſtimulated by the united 
action of every principle, which can keep in 
motion the ſtrongelt ſprings of human nature. 

It is of great importance to the cauſe we have \' 
in view, that ſeveral Academies ſubſiſt together, | | 
in different parts of England. In every region | | 
where they are eſtabliſhed, they bring Liberal | | 
Education within the reach of many, by whom 
ſuch advantages could not otherwiſe have been | 
enjoyed. They widen the circle of ſcience. And | | 
they keep alive that ſpirit of honeſt and generous || 
emulation, which is perhaps in the beſt minds | | | 

neceſſary, f 
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neceſſary, in order to continued and growing 
excellence. I pity the man, who cannot diſtin- 
guiſh this ſpirit, from its baſe and ſpurious image. 

From the bottom of my heart, I wiſh well 
to every Academical Inſtitution among us. I 
reſpect thoſe who conduct them. I rejoice in 

their proſperity. And, animated by their ſucceſs, 
I ſhall. earneſtly wiſh, and in this wiſh I ſhall be 
cordially joined by -my warthy colleague, that 
our ſeminary may not be leſs deſerving of public 
eſtimation, or that it may be as little as poſſible 
inferior to thoſe, which can boaſt a longer eſta- 
bliſhment, or a more public patronage. 

In expreſſing theſe ſentiments, I expreſs yours. 
With ſincere eſteem, you regard that Academy, 
which alone has ſurvived the late melancholy 

wreck of ſo many of our public ſeminaries. With 
ſincere affection, you rejoice in the eſtabliſhment 
of the new Academical Inſtitution at London; 
\ becauſe it promiſes to extend, to a diſtant and 
larger circle, thoſe benefits, which you wiſh to 
enjoy in your own. Since you heard of that de- 
' fign, I will be bold to ſay, that not a thought of 
competition ever entered your breaſt. You re- 
gard the patrons and friends of that ſcheme, as 
| coadjutors and allies with yourſelves in the ſame 
great cauſe, You have acted upon this principle; 
and you have given the moſt unequivocal evi- 
dence, that you wiſhed to maintain that cordial 
union with them, which ought ever to ſubſiſt 
among thoſe, who have a common and noble end 
in view. 


4 


But 
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But the Academies already ſubſiſting, or in con- 
- templation, did not ſeem adequate to the wants Y b 
or wiſhes of every part of the kingdom. The J 
region which we inhabit, is populous and wealthy. * 
Our own town alone, ſeemed likely to ſupply a 
conſiderable number of pupils. It is the center 
of a large and opulent diſtrict; beyond which, 
lie many large towns, and even counties, to 
which, it was preſumed, the opportunity of en- | E 
joying the means of Academical Education, would 
not be unwelcome. | | 


4 With unfeigned regret, you had ſeen the Aca- 
2 demy at WARRINGTON, to which we had been | 
accuſtomed to look with fond regard, and to 

i 


which many around me, as well as myſelf, have 
been indebted for peculiar advantages, ſuſpended, | 
$ and at length finally diſſolved. Some of you, who 
Z had been, for ſeveral years, the moſt cordial and 
active ſupporters of that ſeminary, laboured with 
the moſt zealous aſſiduity to revive it. You ſtill 
indulged the hope, that it mighc riſe again, from 
its preſent depreſſion, with increaſed ſplendour: nor 
did you at laſt abandon it, till, every hope being 
at length cut off, you were obliged to turn your. 
thoughts to another ſituation. 1 
You aſked, „“ Shall then the Inſtitution which | 
te we have foſtered ſo long, and to which we have | 
< looked forward as the nurſery of our youth in 
future generations, be for ever given up? Shall 
« we have no ſimilar eſtabliſhment, in the nor- 
« thern parts of England? Shall we have no Mi- 
e niſters educated. amongſt ourſelves, . of whoſe 
<< characters, abilities, and ſentiments, we can 
* form 


ec form the moſt certain knowledge? Shall our 
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.« youth, deſtined for other profeſſions, or for 
| « Civil life, have no advantages within the reach 
ce of more than a hundred miles, for the attain- 
ce ment of ſuperior ſcience ?” 
The anſwer was obvious. Feeling within your- 
ſelves reſources for this difficulty; animated to 


attempt, and accuſtomed to accompliſh, what- 


ever the ſacred cauſe of liberty and virtue de- 
mand, you begun. With pleaſure, you ſaw your 
ſcheme approved, and your endeavours ſeconded 
by others of congenial ſpirits, till, in a ſhort time 
the patronage became ſo large, ſo liberal, and fo 
reſpectable, as far to exceed your moſt ſanguine 


expectations. From hence, you have been em- 


boldened to extend your original plan, and, in 
addition to thoſe public buildings, which alone it 
was your intention to erect, you are now pre- 
paring accommodations for a number of ſtudents, 
which will, it is hoped, be free from the incon- 
veniences, neceſſarily attending their reſidence in 
the houſe of their Tutor, and yet ſo immediately 
under his eye, as to enjoy all the advantages, 
of conſtant inſpection, and effectual government. 
Upon the general principles of our plan, I will, 
with your permiſſion, make a few remarks, My 
time forbids a longer enlargment. 
With reſpect to the INTERNAL GOVERNMENT of 
our Academy, we have felt, as might be ex- 


pected, the difficulties of every ſcheme, which 


has been preſented to us. There is none, which 
has not its peculiar diſadvantages. The beſt, 
is that in which there are the feweſt, Guided 
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by the. experience of ſimilar inſtitutions, and 
particularly at Warrington, you have reſolved not 
to hazard again the dangerous experiment of 
collegiate reſidence. You have thought it more 
eligible, that young men ſhall reſide in ſeparate 
houſes, not many rogether, under the con- 
troul and inſpection of their Profeſſors, to whom 
you have referred the whole buſineſs of diſcipline 
and government. If, indeed, the number of 

ſtudents in divinity might have been expected 
to be ſo great, as to bear a decided ſuperiority 
over thoſe deſtined for*the other profeſſions, their 
influence, it might be hoped, would have been 
favourable to all the ends, which you wiſhed- 
to attain. But when this is not the caſe, and 
the paſt experience of the Academy at War- 
rington "forbids us to expect that it will be the 
caſe in future, the ſafer ms ſeems to be, © to 
divide, in order to govern.” By this means, it 
will be much eaſier to counteract the dangers, 
ariſing from the artifices of the deſigning, the 
audaciouſneſs of the bold, and the ſeductions 
of the leſs principled, This is the general plan of 
foreign univerſities : it is the plan, which chiefly 
prevails in thoſe of our Siſter Kingdoms: this was 
the plan at Warrington, in its firſt and pureſt 
age: and upon this plan, have Academies been 
conducted, both out of, and in the metropolis, 
with credit and ſucceſs, It is preſumed, therefore, 
that we may conſider as eſtabliſhed the authority 
of a principle, which would of itſelf ſeerm moſt 
kely to inſure order, induſtry, and improvement. 


C Phe With 
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With reſpect to the ſituation of MAN cHEATER, 
J will not here repeat what has been juſt ſaid, 
that Seminaries have flouriſhed in large towns, 
with the greateſt reputation: nor will 1 urge, 
that Maſters, both in the principal and the 
auxiliary departments of ſcience, may be there 
procured in greater variety, and with greater 
eaſe, than in other ſituations, The argument 
ſeems to turn upon this point. Are thoſe young 
men, more likely to be hereafter ſafe againſt the 
temptations of the world, who have been, through 
the courſe of their education, entirely ſecluded 
from it, in privacy and ſolitude, far from the 
ſcenes which corrupt, and the allurements which 
endanger their virtue than thoſe, who, having 
been accuſtomed to behold thoſe ſcenes, and to re- 
ſift thoſe temptations, are only called, when they 
enter into more public life, to go on in the path 
which they have purſued ſo long, and in which 
new exertions will not be neceſſary, but only 
the continuation of that ſpirit, in which they 
have been already eſtabliſhed ? Ts it not pro- 
bable, and - will not experience warrant the 
concluſion, that an education, not entirely with- 
drawn from the view of thoſe ſcenes, in the midſt 
of which they muſt hereafter. be engaged, is more 
likely to confirm their principles, and to mature 
their reſolutions, than one, in which they can 
only know by cold report, the inſinuations of the 
artful, the impudence of the wanton, and the 
raillery of the profane ? 
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Between a large town and a ſmall one, there 


furely can be no competition, In the ſmaller 


towns, vice is often the maſt barefaced and brutal, 


Temptations are preſented in the moſt undiſ- 
guiſed and debaſing forms. The lower inhabit- 
ants are often marked by languor and ſupine- 
neſs, if not by ſottiſhneſs. And among thoſe 
of higher rank, there is no power of ſelection. 
Nor are there thoſe examples of a fervent and ac- 
tive ſpirit, which may, by a ſecret but powerful 
ſympathy, catch the minds of youth, and call 
them forth to ardour and exertion. 

With reſpect to our own town, much might 
be truly faid, in favour of the regularity of its 
police, and the energy of that ſpirit, which 


actuates the various orders of its inhabitants. But 


I forbear. I wiſh not to preſs the argument to its 
utmoſt length. Suffice it to fay, that if a large 
town has ſome fuperior advantages, Mancheſter 
poſſeſſes them in at leaft an equal degree, with 


any of the greater provincial towns of the 
kingdom, 


I feel, at this moment, with awful impreſſion, 
the weight, and importance of the charge, 
which now devolves upon me. Veſted by the 
conſtitution which you have eſtabliſhed, in con- 
cert with my colleague, with the internal govern- 
ment of this Seminary, I feel it as a truſt of the 
moſt ſolemn nature. But I am not diſcou- 
raged. * Conſcious to the motives from which I 
act, I will not ſhrink from the apprehenſion of 
difficulties, I expect them. I would be pre- 
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1 | 
pared for them. In one principle, I feel myſelf 
firm and immoveable. I here pledge myſelf to 
you, and to the public, that I will not continue 
to endure in this Academy the commiſſion of 
enormities, which, wherever they prevail, poiſon 
the minds of youth, and deſtroy all the good 
effects of liberal education. If a temperate and 


ſteady diſcipline cannot reſtrain thoſe diſorders. 


in their infancy, the next painful ſtep will be, 


. to cut off the offenders from our body, that the 


banefol infection may not ſpread, and contaminate 
the whole, If this be ineffectual, I will not any 
longer bear a part in the conduct of an inſtitution, 
to the duties of which I ſhall be found unequal, 
and the burden of which, in ſuch circumſtances, 
if I know myfelf, I could not endure. 

But let me change this dark preſage. Let us 
contemplate a happier and more animating proſ- 
pet. To be, under God, the means of ſpreading 
abroad the beams of knowledge and of religion ; 
to be ſucceeded by Providence in this great at- 
tempt, of training up young men for the impor- 
tant departments of ſuperior life; to ſee them 
riſing up in fair and honourable excellence; to 
ſow thoſe ſeeds, which ſhall in future years, and 
through future generations, ſpring up to a glo- 
rious and divine maturity! How does the 
thought exhilarate, how does i it expand and warm 
the heart ! 

As for you, the generous founders, Patrons, 
and friends of this Academy, your views are 
patriotic and noble, Whatever be its fare, you 


have ated from the worthieſt and pureſt motives, 
It 
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It is not for you, to command ſucceſs, But let 
us be thankful, that ſucceſs is not neceſſary to the 
reward of well-doing. The righteous Judge of 
men looks to the heart alone; and he will ap- 
prove, and he will reward, the good intention, 
even though it fail of accompliſhing its purpoſe. 
In his hand are all events. From his favour _ 
alone cometh ſucceſs. Duty is ours; events | 
belong to God: and let us indulge the ſanguine | | 
hope, that views ſo liberal, and objects fo impor- | 
tant to the great intereſts of mankind, will be 
honoured with his approbation and bleſſing. | 
You are erecting a Temple, on the front of which 
you will inſcribe no name” of any diſtinguiſhed 
human leader, either in ſcience, or theology. You 
will dedicate it * to TRUTH! to LIBERTY! to 
RELIGION!” When you turn your eyes towards 
it, you will breathe forth the dying Patriot's fer- 
vent aſpiration.* You will pray, that it may 
flouriſh, with increaſing honour, to many future 
generations, Nor will you confine your good 
wiſhes to this Seminary; you will alſo pray that 
2 the ſacred cauſe, to which it is devoted, may 
9 extend its influence abroad with glorious ſucceſs; 
x and that the holy light of truth, of reaſon, and 
of righteouſneſs, may ſhine over all the nations 


of the earth, with an luſtre, even to meri- 
dian day. 


* ESTO PERPETUA! \ 


C 30 APPENDIX. 


—_— — 


— 


* 


* — - 1 
6c van ow A+ N 


1 = 4 4 
ASS | + T5 
a , 1 LMS 


1 1 


38 


1 


P —² - dr Doi rl; 


MANCHESTER ACADEMY. 


INSFITUTED FEBRUARY XXII, MDCCLXXXVI., 


VERY reſpeQable meeting of Gentlemen was held 
this twenty-ſecond day of February 1786, when it was 
unanimouſly agreed, after due deliberation, that an 
ACADEMY ſhould be eſtabliſhed in MancaeTER, on a plan 
affording a full and ſyſtematic Courſe of Education for 
Divines, and preparatory inſtructions for the other learned 
Profeſſions, as well as for Civil and Commercial Life. This 
Inſtitution will be opened to young men of every religious 
denomination, from whom no teſt, or confeſſion of faith, 
will be required. In ſupport of its expediency, and even 
neceſſity, in this part of England, it may be urged, - 

I. That no place of education for youth, on the liberal 
and extenſive plan propoſed, ſubſiſts within the diſtance of 
more than a hundred miles; that the great populouſneſs of 


and reſpectability of the Diſſenters, and the increaſing taſte 
for learning, inſure both adequate ſupport, and a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of pupils. 

II. That the town is remarkable for a well-regulated po- 
lice, and for a ſerious attention to the duties of public 
worſhip ; and that the induſtry, ingenuity, and enterpriſing 
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this vicinage, the opulence of its inhabitants, the number 
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ſpirit which characteriſe the people, cannot fail to influence 
by example, and may catch the minds of youth by a ſecret 
and powerful ſympathy: that Mancheſter contains one of 
the largeſt public libraries in the kingdom, to which acceſs 
may be had at ſtated times: that the LIT ERKART AND PHI- 
LOSOPHICAL soir have avowed a generous zeal ** to 
*« foſter riſing genius, to incite emulation, and to give 
energy to the powers of the human mind, by calling 
them forth into early exertion ;'” and that it may be 
preſumed, they will admit the ſenior Academics to attend 
their more inſtructive diſcuſſions : that another Inſtitu- 
tion, eſtabliſhed here, may furniſh opportunities of ac- 
quiring both the practical and theoretic knowledge of 
Chemiſtry, Anatomy, Phyfiology, and other branches of ſcience, 
to which Students of Medicine may ſuperadd attendance on 
the Hoſpital: that able Maſters in French, Italian, Mufic, 
Writing, Drawing, and Merchants Accompts, are ſettled in the 
town : and that theſe ſeveral means of improvement lie 
within ſo ſmall a compaſs, as to be perfectly compatible 
with each other, 

III. It may be further tated in favour of this Inſtitution, 
that the Gentlemen, to whom application has been made, 
and who have ſignified their conſent to undertake the con- 
duct of the Academy, incur no riſk or expence in the attempt; 
that they are cordially united to each other ; that they are 
in the prime of life, with reſpe@ to health, and intellectual 
vigour ;. that they are well verſed in the diſcipline and 
tuition of young perſons ; and that they have acquired conſi- 
derable reputation, both as Scholars and Divines. — From 
theſe and ſimilar views, the following Addreſs to the Rev. 
Dr. Bax ES and the Rev. Mr. Harr150N originated, 


MANCHESTER, FEB, 7, 1786. 


WE whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, lamenting 
* the diſſolution of the Warrington Academy, diſappointed 
in our expections of its revival, and perſuaded that an In- 
* ſtitation on the ſame liberal principles may be eſtabliſhed 
© at Mancheſter, with rational proſpects of ſucceſs, and 


College of Arts and Sciences, inſtituted June 6, 1783. a 
« with 


ES: 


«« with great advantage to the cauſe Learning, Virtue, and | 
„Religion, unite in requeſting the Rev. Thomas BARNES, : | 
% D. D. and the Rev. Ratyn HARRISsON, to engage in this | 
important undertaking, To promote the execution of it, 
„our intention is to offer a petition to the Truſtees of that 
« Academy, at their annual meeting in June, for the loan 
„of the Philoſophical and Chemical Apparatus and the 
„Library of books, now in their poſſeſſion. And we hope 
„and truſt, that Dr. Bannts and Mr. Hazn150n, after 
* having taken our propoſal into ſerious conſideration, will 
„ favour us with their perſonal aſſiſtance, and if poſſible, 
„with their final deciſion, at a meeting to be held in the 
*© Chapel Room, on Wedneſday the twenty-ſecond inſtant, 
at half paſt ten o'clock in the forenoon.“ 
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J. Bayley. Tho. Hatfield. James Potter. 
2 A. Bayley. Joſ. Heywood, Rich. Potter, 
x Joſiah Birch. Titus Hibbert, Tho. Potter. 
3 John Birch. S, Hibbert B. Potter, 
A D. Campbell. Sam. Hibbert, T. Radford, 
0 John Clegg. Sam. Jones. Will. Rigby. 
A. Clegg. Will. Jones. Will. Rigby, jun. 
Will. Crane. Wm. Kennedy. Sam. Robinſon. f 
J. Cririe. R. Kirkham. Will. Robinſon. f 
G. Duckworth. H. Mather. Tho. Robinſon. | 
R. Evans. Henry Norris, R. Robinſon, 
R. Grimſhaw......T ho. Percival. Jane Sempill. 
Will. Hanſon. John Philips. Sam. Taylor. 
8. Hardman. John Pilkington, James Touchet. 
Will. Haſſal. John Potter. J. Wichington. 


To this ADDREss the following ANSWER was delivered : 


GENTLEMEN, 


«© WE have conſidered the propoſal which you have made 
„ to us, of conducting an Academy in Mancheſter, with 
mature and ſerious deliberation. We are deeply ſenſible 
of the very great importance and difficulty of the office 
* we are invited to undertake, and of the honour which is 
** done us by propoſing it to our acceptance, Perſuaded of. 

** the 
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„ the need there is of ſuch an Inſtitution, in this part of Dr 
England, encouraged by the liberal and active zeal which are 
<< has appeared upon the preſent occaſion, and animated by 
«« ſuch reſpectable patronage, we profeſs ourſelves willing to ye; 
«« devote our beſt abilities to a ſervice, ſo nearly connected Jus 
ee with the intereſts of learning, of virtue, and of religion. alle 
And we hope for ſucceſs, from your ſtrenuous and perſe- 1 
«« vering ſupport, and above all, from the bleſling of God.“ be 
bl THOMAS BARNES, Ne 
bf RALPH HARRISON, | 3; 
N | | pen 
'F The acquieſcence of the Rev, Dr. Barnes, and the Rev, ? 4 whe 
4 Mr. HARRIsOR being thus ſignified, the following xESOLu- 1 the 
Mb T10xs were propoſed, diſcuſſed, and aſſented to unanimouſly. = the 
Wit RESOLVED, | * N 
Þ | I. That the anſwers delivered by the Rev. Dr. Barnes, che 
| 14 and the Rev. Mr. Harr1son, are highly ſatisfaQory to this ſity 
| ll meeting: and that it is the hope and confidence of every cee. 
i Is one preſent, that the Truſtees of the late Warrington Aca- eve1 
6 demy will approve the attempt to eſtabliſh a Seminary of Ma 
| I | Learning, fimilar in its objects and in its plan, to that which 'Thz 
1111 they have ſo long and ſo liberally patronized; and that they com 
wrt | will grant a petition to be offered to them, for the loan of vote 
the Library and Philoſophical Apparatus, now lying uſeleſs : 
in their poſſeſſion, and for ſuch aſſiſtance out of their remain- twe: 
ing funds, as they may chuſe to allow for the ſupport of tary 
Students in Divinity. 
IT. That the Rev. THOMAS Barnes, D. D. be appointed 
| Profeſſor of HEBREW, METAPHYSICS, ETHICS, and THE- 
OLOGY. | 
III. That the Rev. Raten Harkrison be appointed Pro- | 
| feſſor of the GEEK and LaTiIN LANGUAGES, and of Mr 
POLITE LITERATURE. | 1 Mr 
IV. That a Profeſſor of MATHEMAT ICS, and of NATURAL oF 4 
and EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY, be alſo appointed; and 1 ; 
| the choice referred to the Rev. Dr. Barnes and Mr. Harri- _ Mr 
i ſon, ſuch election having the ſanction of the Committee of "3 78 
N Truſtees, hereafter to be nominated. 7 n 
0 1 | V. That the Teachers of French, Nalian, Drawing, Wri- | 70 
1 tine, Arithmetic, Merchants Accompts, & c. ſhall be provided by 2 of 
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Dr. Barnes and Mr. Harriſon, under whoſe authority they 
are to act, and to whom they ſhall be entirely accountable, 

VI. That the Academical Seſſion ſhall commence every 
year on the firſt of September, and terminate at the end of 
June: and that a vacation, not exceeding fourteen days, be 
allowed to the Students at Chriſtmas, 

VII, That the Internal Government of the Academy ſhall 
be veſted in Dr. Barnes and Mr. Harriſon ; but that the 
Committee ſhall have authority to ſuſpend or remove any 
Profeſſor, who violates or neglects his duty; provided ſuch ſuf. 
penſion or removal be agreed upon by two-thirds of their 
whole body, formally convened, at two ſucceſſive meetings, 
the Jatter to be held after an interval of fourteen days, and 
the votes to be taken by ballot. _ 

VIII. That the Committee ſhall be appointed annually, 
at a general meeting of the Truſtees, to be held at Man- 
cheſter, on the Wedneſday after the Anniverſary of this In- 
ſtitution: that they ſhall then ſtate the accounts and pro- 
ceedings of the paſt year: that they ſhall be twice convened 
every year by the Chairman, viz. on the laſt Thurſdays in 
March and September; and at other times, if neceſſary. 
That ſeven Members, including the Chairman, ſhall be 
competent to tranſact all ordinary buſineſs: and that the 
votes, whenever required, ſhall be taken by ballot. 

IX. That the Committee ſhall conſiſt of a Chairman and 
twenty other Members, including a Treaſurer, and Secre- 
tary ; and that the following Gentlemen be now appointed, 


Tno. Percival, M. D. F. R. S. &c. Chairman. 
Jos1an Bic, Eſq. Treaſurer, 
Mr. Gros DuckxworTH, Secretary. 


Mr. Aſhworth Clegg. 


Mr. John Potter. 
Mr. Will. Crane. 


Mr. James Potter. 
Mr. Rob. Grimſhaw. Mr. Rich. Potter. 


Mr. Sam. Hardman, Wm. Rigby, Eſq. 

Mr. Sam. Hibbert, King-ſtreet. Mr. Tho. Robinſon. 
Mr. S. Hibbert, St. Ann's-ſquare. Mr. Sam. Taylor. 

Mr. Sam. Jones. Mr. James Touchet. 
Henry Norris, Eſq. Mr. Peter Valentine. 
Mr. John Pilkington, Mr. Iſaac Worthington. 


X. That 
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X. That every Benefactor of twenty guineas or upwards, 
and every Subſcriber of two guineas per ann. or upwards, 
ſhall be a Truſtee of this Inſtitution. 

XI. That the Honoraries to be paid to the Profeſſors ſhall 
be fixed by themſelves, but with the ſanction of the Com- 
mittee. That in lieu of any fees to Dr. Barnes and Mr. 
Harriſon, from the ſtudents defigned for the profeſſion of 
Theology, a liberal and adequate compenſation ſhall be paid 
to them reſpectively, at the end of each Academical Seſſion, 
out of the funds of this Inſtitution, 

XII. That the Committee be authorized to ſolicit "TY 
receive Benefactions, Subſcriptions, and Loans if neceſſary, 
for the eſtabliſhment and ſupport of the Mancheſter Aca- 
demy; and to make application to the different funds for 
ſuch Exhibitions, as may be wanted to aid the education of 
young men, deſigned for the Sacred Miniſtry. 

XIII. That application be made to ſome of the more dif. 
tant and opulent Societies of Diſſenters, for contributions 
to ſupport the Students in Divinity, during their Courſe of 
Education. That ſuch contributions ſhall either be received 
and applied by the Committee, at their diſcretion, or be- 
ſtowed by thoſe who advance them, on young men of pro. 
per qualifications, ſelected from their own congregations, 
or vicinage. 

XIV. That a Common Hall and convenient Lecture 
Rooms be erected, with accommodations for a Library, and 
for a Philoſophical and Chemical Apparatus. That the ex- 
pence of this building be defrayed, by the produce of the 
firſt year's Subſcriptions, to be paid in advance for that 
purpoſe; by the future ſurplus of ſuch Subſcriptions; by 
Benefactions contributed towards it: and by Loans on legal 
intereſt, to be veſted in the Committee, on truſt, and to be 
transferable, but uot reclaimable by any proceſs of law, 
except on the diſſolution of the Academy, or the non-pay- 
ment of intereſt. 

XV. That theſe Conſtitutions and Regulations ſhall not 
be alterable, but by a majority of votes, taken by ballot, 
at the Annual meeting of the Truſtees: and that, after the 
experience of three years, they ſhall undergo a due reviſal, 
and then be eſtabliſhed into a code of laws, not alterable, 

but 
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but by the votes of three-fourths of the Truſtees, preſent at 
their annual meeting. | 
XVI. That this Aſſembly highly approve of the propoſed / | 


eſtabliſhment of an Academy in the neighbourhood of Lon- | {| 
don ; that they entertain the moſt cordial reſpe& for the 
patrons of ſo laudable an undertaking; and, diſclaiming al 
competition, they earneſtly wiſh, in the ſpirit of true catho- | 
liciſm, that a rational zeal for civil and religious liberty | 
= may be kindled, and the ſacred light of knowledge and , 
truth diffuſed over the face of the whole earth. 
"= XVII. That the Committee be requeſted to announce to . 
tte public the Inſtitution of this Academy; and to print 2 
and diſtribute a Report of the proceedings of the preſent 
meeting, authenticated by the ſignature of the Chairman. 


THOMAS PERCIVAL, 5 f 


2 


_ 4 - 


No, II. | 
MANCHESTER ACADEM Y, 


INSTITUTED FEBRUARY XII, MDCCLXXXVI, £ 


98 public have been alteady informed of the origin, : 
eſtabliſhment, and conſtitution of this Academy, the : 


= great objects of which are. to provide a full and ſyſtematic B 
cCourſe of Education for Divines ; and preparatory. Inftruc- 
| XX tions for the other Learned Profeſſions, as well as for Civil 
and Commercial Life. * | 

Students defigned for the Miniſtry, whoſe courſe out to 
include a term of five years, will be inſtructed, in regular 


b - 
ſucceſſion, by the Rev. Tromas BAAN ES, D. D. in 

f HEBREW, LOGIC, ONTOLOGY, and PNEUMATOLOGY —in 

| | | 

'» * See the preceding Report. 
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#ri#1ics, and the Elements of justsriupgxer—it the 


EVIDENCES, DOCTRINES, and PRECEPTs of CHRISTI- 


ANITY —In ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, JEWISH ANTI- 


QUIT1Es, and the duties of the yasTtorRAL CHARGE, 
Through the greateſt part of this courfe, particular attention 
will be paid to SCRIPTURE CRITICISM, and to the com- 
poſition, and delivery of sERMONSs. For this purpoſe, 
the Students will be employed, every week, in analyſing the 
beſt printed ſermons, in preparing ſchemes of their own 


upon ſubje&s propoſed by their Tutor, and in Elocution. 


Whilſt thus engaged, they will enjoy opportunities of atten- 
dance on the other Profeſſors, for the acquifitton of the 
ſeveral branches of ſcience eſſential to a Liberal Education. 

As many of the ſubjects above-mentioned, to wit, Locrc, 
ETHICS, ELEMENTS of JURISPRUDENCE, the EVIDENCES 
of CHRISTIANITY, &c. may be uſeful to other young men, 
beſtdes thoſe intended for the Miniſtry, the lectures will 
be open to any of the Students, whoſe age and attainments 
may qualify them for attending with advantage. 

Dr. BARNES will alſo (by particular requeſt) renew the 
courſe of lectures, which he formerly delivered in the 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, On the HISTORY and 
PRINCIPLES of COMMERCE, the COMMERCIAL Laws and 
REGULATIONS of DIFFERENT STATES, and on CoM- 
MERCIAL ETHICS, including the nature of GaTaus, con- 
TRACTS, COMMUTATIVE JUSTICE, &c. ke 

The Rev. Mr. Harrison, PrROFEsS0R of the cLassics 
and POLITE LITERATURE, Will inſtruct his Pupils in the 
LATIN and GREEK LANGUAGES, He will have different 
claſſes, according to their reſpective ages and acquiſitions ; 
and will alluſtrate his lectures with obſervations on. the 
HISTORY, MYTHOLOGY, MANNERS, and PHILOSOPHY of 
the ANCIENTS. | 

Mr. Harr1son will alſo deliver, every ſeſſion, a courſe 
of lectures on various ſubjects of roLiTE LITERATURE; 
namely, the THEORY of LAN cUAOE, particularly the 


ENGLISH; ORATORY 3; CRITICISM ; COMPOSITION ; HIS- 


TORY ; and GEOGRAPHY. | a 

The appointment of a paortss0R of MATHEMATICS and 
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY has not yet taken place: but 
81 endeavours 
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endeavours will be uſed to fill this important Department as 


| ſoon as poſlible, and to engage the ſervices of ſome Gentle- 


man of eminent ability and induſtry, who will pay peculiar 
attention to thoſe branches, which have a more immediate 
relation to comMERCE and the AK Ts. 

The conductors of this Academy eſteem themſelves happy 
in being authoriſed to inform the public, that Cyartes 
Write, Eſq. F. R. 8. &c. and his fon Mr. Thomas 
Wulrz, Member of the Royal Medical Society of Edin- 
burgh, joint Prælectors in the College of Arts and Sciences 
in Mancheſter, propoſe to deliver a courſe of lectures, the 
enſuing winter, upon aNATOMY and PHY$S10LOGY, in which 
a large number of Preparations will be exhibited, to illuſtrate 
thoſe ſubjeRs. 

With equal pleaſure they announce, that Mr. TrHOMas 
Henzy, F. R. S. Prælector in the above-mentioned Col- 
lege, aflifted by his ſon Mr. THOMAS HENR X, jun. intends 
to repeat his courſe of lectures upon CHEMISTRY, illuſtrated 
by many experiments, and by a collection of ores,' earths, 
ſpars," and other minerals, 

Able Mafters in FRENCH, ITALIAN, &c. being already 
ſettled in Mancheſter, the regular attendance of fuch of 
them as may be neceſſary, will be engaged at the Academy. 

Teachers of WRITING, ACCOMPTS, DRAWING, &c, will 
alſo be appointed for thoſe, who may need their inſtructions. 

With reſpe& to the Internal Government of this Academy, 
Dr. Baxnes and Mr. Harrrsown, in whom it is veſted, 
are deeply ſenfible of the importance of a ſtrict and ſteady 
Diſcipline, which it will be their conftant and anxious endea- 
your to maintain, by due regulations, and the moſt diligent 
ſaperintendence. To this end, they will ſtudy to fill ap 
the time of their Pupils with intereſting bufineſs, to diſcou- 
rage all habits of expence and diſſipation, and to promote, 
by every means in their power, induſtry, ſobriety of man- 
ners, and regularity of conduct. 

To ſecure, in the moſt effectual manner, the diſcipline and 
good order of the Students, Dr. Barnes and Mr. Harriſon 
will endeavour to engage Proper Boarding Houſes, the heads 
of which ſhall be accountable for the behaviour of their 
Boarders ; and it will be expected, that no parents place 

their 
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their ſons in any families, bat ſuch as are recommended or 


approved by the Profeſſors. 


Tris Acaveny, like that of Warrington, is founded 
upon the moſt Liberal Principles, and will be open to young 
men of all Denominations and Profeſſions. 3 


ANNUAL FEES FOR TUITION, 


GUINEFAS, 
LOGIC, ON TOLOGY, PNEUMATOLOGY, : 5 : 4 ” 
JURISPRUDENCE, COMMERCE 
HEBREW, MORAL PHILOSOPHY, EVIDENCES OF 
CHRISTIANITY, ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, : 3 
JEWISH ANTIQUITIES, &c. - — $ | 
LATIN AND GREEK CLASSICS F f Per Seſſion, 


THEORY OF LANGUAGE, ORATORY, CRITICISM, Ts 
COMPOSITION, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY 4 3 


MATHEMATICS 4 
» - and R " = © hs. © uw» 3 | 
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY = 

French, Italian, &c. w 


Writing, Drawing, Accompts, as . : Upon the uſual Terms · 


N. B. STUDENTS for the MINISTRY will be exempted from 
Fees, to the Rev. Dr. Barnes, the Rev. My. HARRISON, and 
the PROFESSOR of MATHEMATICS and NATURAL PHILOSO- 
PHY. — Meſſrs. WHITE and Mr, Henry have alſo offered to 
admit any Pupils, ſpecially recommended by the D1ReCTORS of thi; 
ACADEMY, Without gratuities —— And the COMMITTEE will en- 
deawour to grant or procure EXHIBITIONS, for 120 who fland in 


need of ſuch aſſiſtance. 

All Fees are to be paid at the opening of the Seſſion ; and 
every Student, not deſigned for the Miniſtry, is to advance 
two guineas, at his entrance, for the uſe of the Library. 

The Seflion begins in the firſt week of September, and 
cloſes at the end of June, A receſs, not — a fort- 
night, will be allowed at Chriſtmas. 

It is requeſted, that Students will enter at che beginning 
of the Seſſion, as the Claſſes will then be formed, and the 
ſeveral Dunes of Lectures commence. 
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The firſt Seffion of this Academy will open in September 
1786. | 
N. B. Au Gentleman qualified and willing to \ undertake the | 3 * 
Department of PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS and NATURAL | | 2 
PHILOSOPHY, 1s defired to apply to the Rev. Dr. Barnes, or | 
the Rev. Mr. Harris0n, by whom proper attention will be 


paid to the applicction, and ſecrecy obſerved, if requeſted. 


- MAY 20, 1786. 
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GENERAL OUTLINE S 
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PLAN OF INSTRUCTION AND DISCIPLINE. 


INTENDED TO BE PURSVED IN THE 


FP 


MANCHESTER ACADSMY. 


VERY Student ſhall regularly attend ſach LECTURES 
as his Parents or Guardians ſhall appoint. 

There ſhall be rwWo GENERAL EXAMINATIONS, in the 
Courſe of every Seſſion, viz. at the ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
in February, and in the laſt week but one in June—at 
which the friends of the Inſtitution ſhall be requeſted to 
attend, in order to judge of the proficiency which the 
Students have made in their reſpective Studies. | 

Pr1zes ſhall be diſtributed, at the cloſe of every Seſſion, 
to thoſe young men, who from the ſeveral examinations, 


and from the report of their Ons ſhall be judged moſt 


deſerving of reward. 

In order to inſpire EMULATION, it is propoſed to 
maintain a CORRESPONDENCE With PARENTS, by which 
they may receive exact information reſpe&ting the dili- 
gence and conduct of their Sons. Regular accounts ſhall 
be kept every week, by the ſeveral Tutors, of the atten- 
dance and behaviour of their Pupils ; from which Regiſters, 
faithful extracts ſhall be occaſionally ſent to the Parents; 
and by which the diftribution of ea1zes ſhall be chiefly 
directed. 

As 
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As a means of enſuring yROPER DISCIPLINE, an account 
ſhall be given whenever required, by the heads of thoſe 
houſes in which the Students ſhall board, to Dr. Barnes 
or Mr. Harriſon, reſpecting the conduct of their boarders. 
Theſe accounts ſhall be frequently called for; and they who 
are found guilty of concealment or prevarication, ſhall 
not be permitted to have any longer connection with the 
Academy. 

No Student ſhall be allowed to be out of his lodgings, 
without leave from the Conductors of the Academy, after 
ten o'clock, | 

No Student ſhall be permitted to ride out of town, or 
to be in a Tavern or Inn, without leave from Dr. Barnes 
or Mr. Harriſon. bs 

All games of chance ſhall be ſtrictly prohibited. 

It ſhall be earneſtly recommended to the Students, to uſe 
great plainneſs in dreſs, and œconomy in expences. And it 
is hoped, that yaxEnTs and GUARDIANS will ſecond fo 
important an advice by their allowances, and influence. 

Every Student, except where an exemption 1s particularly 
requeſted by their friends, ſhall, when the public buildings 
are completed, regularly attend MORNING AND EVENING 
PRAYERS at the ACADEMY, 

Whenever puniſhments are required, ſuch ſhall be in- 
flicted, as may appear, to Dr. Barnes, and Mr. Harriſon, 
to correſpond to the circumſtances and nature of the offence. 
Powers, ſufficient for the due ſupport of their authority, will 
be veſted in the ſeveral Teachers employed. And in caſes of 
greater magnitude, Dr. Barnes and Mr. Harriſon will inflict 
ſuch penalties, as the exigencies of the caſe ſhall demand. 
Theſe will conſiſt of EX ERCISES— PRIVATE REPROOFS — 


PUBLIC REPRIMANDS — RUSTICATION —and FINAL Ex- 
PULSION. 


N. B. In conſequence of the general ſupport which the friends of 
the MANCHESTER ACADEMY have met with, they have extended 
their original plan; and have now erected A LARGE COMMON 
HALL, LIBRARY, and LECTURE ROOMS, with houſes ad- 


Joining for the refidence of the Tutors, and the reception of 
Boarders, 


D 2 They 


141 
| They have alſo been favoured by the Truſtees of the late 
' ACADEMY AT WARRINGTON with the valuable LIBRARY 
formerly belonging to that Academy, conſiſting of four thouſand 
- volumes, | 
Many applications having been made by different Gentlemen for 
the Department of MATHEMATICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL 
PROFESSOR, #f ts hoped that this important office will wery ſoon be. 
filled up in the moſt reſpectable and uſeful manner. In the mean 


time, the Students are inſtructed in GEOMETRY, ARITHMETIC, 
&c. by Dr. Barnes, and Mr. Harriſon. : 


ag. SS 18:T VF 


BENEFACTIONS AND ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 


FOR THE 


SUPPORT OF THE MANCHESTER ACADEMY. 
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af | The annexed Reſolution ſpecifies the Conditions on which the BenefaQtions 
if are received. 

Mi RESOLVED, 

Af | 

1 1 % That if from unforeſeen cauſes, this Inſtitution ſhall, in 
5 the opinion of the Truſtees preſent at two ſucceſſive meetings, 
. formally convened, with an interval of at leaſt fourteen days, 
. ceaſe to anſwer the valuable purpoſes for which it has been 


eſtabliſhed, the remaining property ſhall be divided amongſt 
the BenefaQors, and their legal Repreſentatives, in propor- 
tion to their Benefactions, provided the ſame be claimed 
within one year after ſuch determination of the Truſtees,” 


BENEFACTIONS, 


Joſiah Birch, Eſq. - - „ 
William Rigby, Eſq. - - - 39 0 


Hon. Mrs. Sempill 


py 


1 3 
9 [ * 5 - 
LoS aA . Ly 1 

2 

1 


— enen 5 
Eo SEC Sd ics E 
WER = PI 1 => * eren 1 4 1 14 1 1 1 * al * Wl | 


I 1 J. Fry 


4. 1. 
Iſaac Wilkinſon, Eſq. — 10 -4'© 
Mrs. Bayley — - «*' "$9--50 
Mrs. Blackmore - - 21 © 
Mr. William Crane - 7 110 
Mr. Robert Grimſhaw, Gorton - - 21 © 
Mrs. Hamilton - - - 21 © 
Mr. Samuel Hardman - - 21 - © 
Mrs. Hardman, Ollerton - - #1 I'S: , 
Richard Heywood, Eſq. Liverpool - 21 8 
Mr. John Mort, Chowbent - =" "84-150 
Henry Norris, Eſq. - - - | 
Thomas Percival, M. D. - - 10 
Mr. John Potter - - 31 -*S 
Mr. James Potter - - e 
Mr. Thomas Potter - - „ 
Mr. Thomas Robinſon - . 3 
Mr. James Touchet - ES Fs bis Fs 
Iſaac Worthington, Eſq, Altringham „5 
Mr. Cooper - - - - 20 0 
Mr. Samuel Mather - - - 8 
John Wilkinſon, Eſq. Chefterfield - 20 © 
Mrs. Ann Wilkinſon, uitts - =": 20 -"Y 
Rev. Dr. Barnes - . 2 10 10 
Mr. James Bayley | 1 „ 
Mrs. Crompton, Duffield - - 19, 10 
Mr. John Grier, London - - 10 10 
Rev. Ralph Harriſon - - - 10 10 
Mr. Thomas Hatkeld — 10 10 
Mrs. Moulſon, Warrington - — 10 10 
Mr. Richard Potter < £ 1 10 10 
Mr. Benjamin Potter - - - ro 10 
A Stranger, by Dr. Percival - - 10 10 
James Eſdaile, Eſq. London - 10 10 
Two Strangers, by Mr. Touchet - 6 6 
Mr. Samuel Oldknow, Stockport - 6 6 
Miſs Aldcroft . - - — - $.--4 
Mr. John Birch - - - 1 
Mr. John Clegg 8 "I 
Mr. Aſhworth Clegg - D C44 
Mr. George Duckworth - - „ 
Mr. Richard Evans - 185 3 8 


Mr. William Hanſon * 
Mr. Samuel Hibbert - 
Mr. William Hibbert - 
Mr. Titus Hibbert = 


Mr. Samuel Hibbert, St. Ann's-/quare 


Mr. John Hobſon - 
Mr. Samuel Jones - 
Mr, Ralph Kirkham - 
Mr. Henry Mather - 
Mr. Thomas Radford - 
Mr. Joſeph Ramſbotham 

Mr. John Robinſon - 
Mr. Robert Robinſon, jun. 


Meſſrs. Samuel and Thomas Taylor 


Charles White, Eſq. F. R. S. 


Mr. John Brocklehurſt, Macclesfield 


Mr. Joſeph Heywood - 
Mr. William Jones - 


Mr. Henry Marſland and Son, We 
Meſſrs. Matthew Travis and Co. 


Mr. Peter Valentine, Chowbent 


Mr. Ralph Vates, London 
Mr. Joſeph Fletcher, Stockport 


Mr. John Worthington, Stockport 


A Stranger, by ditto - 
Mr. Gartſide, Stockport -< 
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Richard Milnes, Eſq. M. P. Fryſton, Torkſbire 10 10 
Mrs. Rodes, Houghton- Hall, Yorkſhire 
Meſſrs. Moulſon and Eddowes, Chefter 


= a 


James Milnes, Eſq Wakefield 


James Milnes, jun. Eſq. "I 
Mrs. Bayley 


Samuel Crompton, Eſq. Derly 


James Currie, M. D. Liverpool 
Mr. Samuel Gaſkell, Warrington 
Mr. Samuel Grundy, Balding Stone, near 


Mr. John Grundy, ditto 


Henry Norris, Eſq. 
Mr. Benjamin Potter 
William Rigby, Eſq. 


Mr. Thomas Robinſon 
William Ruſſel, Eſq. Birmingham 


Mr. James Touchet 


Meſſrs. Samuel and Thomas Taylor 
Joſiah Wedgwood, Eſq. Etruria 


Rev. John Yates, Liverpool 
Rev. John Atchinſon, Gortex 


Mr. James Bayley 


Joſiah Birch, Eſq. 


Mr. John Birch 
Mrs. Blackmore 
Mr. George Bolton 
Mr. John Brocklehurſt, Macclesfield 
Mr. David Campbell 
Mr. John Clegg 

Mr. Aſhworth Clegg 
Mr. John Cririe 
Abram Crompton, Eſq. Chorley 
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Mr. George Duckworth 
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Rev. John P. Eſtlin, Briftel 


Mr. Richard Evans 


- 


Mr. George Fletcher, Gorton 
Mr. Joſeph Fletcher, Stockport 


James France, Eſq. 


Daniel Gaſkell, Eſq. 


Liverpool 


Mr. Robert Grimſhaw, Gorton 
Mr. John Grimſhaw, ditto 


Mr. Robert Grimſhaw, jun. ditto 
Mrs. Elizabeth Grimſhaw, 4izto 
Mr. Joſeph Handford, Stockport 


Mr. William Hanſon - 
Mr. John Haſlingden - 


Rev. William Haſlal, Roachdale 


Mr. Thomas Hatfheld - 
Mr. Jonathan Hatfield 

Mr. Thomas Henry, F. R. S. 
Mr. Joſeph Heywood -— 


Mr. Titus Hibbert 


- 


Mr. Samuel Hibbert, St. Ann's- e 


Mr. Samuel Hibbert, King-ftreet 
Mr. William Hibbert 


Mr. John Hobſon, Failſworth 


Rev. John Hughes, 
Mr. William Hunt 


Mr. Samuel Jones 
Mr. William Jones 


Bury 


Mr. Thomas Kerſhaw - 


Mr. Ralph Kirkham - 
Mrs. Lightbody, Liverpool 


Meſſrs. Henry Marſland and Son, e 


Mr. Henry Mather 


Mr. Samuel Oldknow, Stockport 


Mr. John Partington - 


'Thomas Percival, 


M. D. 


Mr. John Pilkington, Bolton, 


Mr. John Potter 
Mr. James Potter 
Mr. Richard Potter 
Mr. Thomas Potter 
Mr. Peter Pownal, 


Bramball 
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Mr. Matthew Prieſtnall, Stockport 


Mr. Thomas Radford - . 
Mr. Edward Rigby, Norwich - 
Mr. William Rigby, jun. - 
Mr. Robert Robinſon, jun. - 
Mr. William Robinſon s 
Mr. Samuel Robinſon +» a 
Mr. John Robinſon — a 


William Shore, Eſq. Sheffield 


John Sparrow, Eſq. Wincko * near Sheffield 


Mrs. Stamford, Derby = - 
James Stovin, Eſq. Doncaſter - 
Meſſrs. Matthew Travis and Co. 
Mr. Peter Valentine, Chowbent 

William Wallace, Eſq. Liverpool 


Mr. James Wild - 5 
Mr. Jeremiah Withington - 
Mr. Ottiwell Wood - - 


Rev. Hugh Worthington, Leiceſter 


Iſaac Worthington, Eſq. Altringham 


Mr. George Worthington, ditto 
Mr. John Worthington, Stockport 


Mr. Ralph Yates, London 2 
Mr. James Caruthers, Liverpool 
Mr. Henry Hughes — - 
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N. B. BEN ET ACTIONS and SuBscCRIPTIONS will be 


received by James Toucuzr, Eſq. the Treaſurer, 
or any other Member of the CommiTTes. 
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